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Weaving History

Weaving is old. Really old. In fact, archeologists have discovered evidence that weaving was around
during the Stone Age! There are many types of weaving styles and materials used - people all
over the world use plant material to weave baskets and rugs for example. People also weave using various
types of string and yarn. In fact, befora the Industrial Age and the automation of weaving machines, the
skill and knowledge needed to weave was very important to most cultures, Cloth, baskels and rugs —

things we sometimes take for granted, had to be made by hand. Just think how lang it would take you
to weave an entire rug!

Cwver the years , different styles and types of looms have been invented to speed up the process. Today
most cloth is created on huge machines that are much faster and efficient than human labour . Weaving
it by maching or human hand, still plays an important role in our society. Weavings can be very basic
{finger weaving for example) or extremely complex. Some woven objects, such as potholders, serve a daily
purpose, while others we admire as great works of art.




Concepts:

Warp Strings:

The threads streiched lengthwise in a loom.

Weft: Refers to the threads or string

used crosswise in a loom.
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Getting Started

Using the white string, thread it through the tooth in the
lower left corner of the loom and tie a knot to anchor it
in place. Loop the white warp string around the bottom
of the tooth, and pull it straight to the top and loop it
around the next tooth.

Continue this up and down pattern until you reach the
end of the loom from the top right Make sure that each
line of warp string is tight, Thread the string from the last
tooth and tieit off in a knot.
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Plain Weave

Use the shed stick to seprate the warp
strings in such a way that each of them
threads one footh. Warp the yam
around the weaving-shuttle. Starting at
the middle bottom of the loom, place
the weaving shuttle under one string
and over the next pulling the yam
(called the weft), so that it alternates in
a patlern above one warp string and
beneath the next. It alternates above
and then beneath, all the way across
the frama. When the yarn ended the
row by going over the last string you
will begin the new row by going
underneath it.

Please remamber to tap the yarn using
the comb, everytime you finish a row.
This will ensure your work is neat and
tight.
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To change colors or simply
continue where the yam ended,
simply tuck the end of the yarn
through the warp string and tap it
tightly against the preceding row.
Make sure there is aboul 2cm
overlapping between the old and
nEwW yarm.,

(MNote. Do not tie two pieces of
yvam logether or attempl to start
where the other yam ended. as this
will result in gaps or bulges in the
finished product)

Continue weaving the yam across

each row until you reach the
desired length of your weaving

piece. Tuck the taill back into the
previous row .and remamber to tap
the yarn tghtly.
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In order to weave with two different colors of yarn

you can use two weaving shuttles. You can also,

- Use different kinds of yvam instead of warp strings.

- Use ribbon instead of yvam for weaving.

- Double yarn strands to finish weaving projects faster,
(use different colors of yarn for this purpose),

- Thread colorful beads onto the yarn at the beginning
of the project and you'll be amazed with the result.
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Completing
the weaving project

= Loose the screws in
both sides of the
loom.

*Cut the loops on
bottom and top.
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« Wefts can be
brought out from
the teeth easily.

« Tie with double knots,
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How to make your very own mini bag

Trim the tassel and tim all taills so the yarn
is flush with the weaving. Connect 2 weaving mini
rugs together, Leave the tassels at the bottom
and tuck them in during you attach these 2
weaving rnugs together, Cut 6 long lengths of
different colored wool. Split them into 3 groups
and plait as you do your hair. Attach the strap to
finish the bag. Congratulations! You've created
your own mini bag!
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